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Tierra Grande

TGIA Celebrates 40 Years
At Annual July Meeting 

	 TGIA will continue beyond 2013 thanks to 
those who approved the amended covenant. The 
continuation and the 40th birthday were celebrat-
ed at the July annual meeting.
	 After calling the meeting to order, Board Pres-
ident Dave Tibbets introduced those in attendance 
who work for or with the association.
	 He pointed out that this diverse group of peo-
ple with different backgrounds and different per-
spectives have served the residents and landown-
ers of Tierra Grande well over the years.
	 TGIA Administrator Sue Moran has done a 
“terrific job” protecting residents and land own-
ers, she has even noticed errors in some property 
deeds.  The owners have been notified and the 
deeds are being corrected.
	 She answers over 3,500 phone calls a year from 
all types of people with all sorts of questions. 
	 The assessment rate has not been raised since 
1995. Ways are always being sought to save mon-
ey while improving services. The covenants have 
been amended in all Units except Unit 7. The 
amended covenants incorporate the indenture 
into the covenants which allows Tierra Grande to 

go forward. 
	 Mr. Tibbets noted that the Rio Grande Estates 
Fire Department has been  recognized as the pre-
miere fire district in the state. There is a fire substa-
tion located adjacent to Tierra Grande and several 
residents are firefighters.
	 Bighorn sheep have returned to the area after 
working with the New Mexico Fish and Game De-
partment on that return.
	 Executive Vice President and Treasurer Judi 
Magnussen pledged that the board and staff 
would continue to provide services as best as pos-
sible. She pointed out that the assets increased by 
$99,000 due to gravel sales.
	 She said that Tierra Grande has 17,000 acres of 
open space protected and taken care of and Tierra 
Grande and the association are on the correct path 
to the future. 

Rio Communities Incorporates
	 The area of Rio Communities is now the City 
of Rio Communities and has elected officials for 
New Mexico’s newest municipality.
	 Mark Gwinn is mayor while city councillors 
are Kaylon Northcutt, Mary Lee Serna, Cindy 
Sluder and Frank Stasi. Municipal judge is Heath-
er Benavidez.
	 The City Council is meeting on a regular basis 
and a building has been selected for the city hall.

It almost seemed a shame to cut this cake that 
marked the 40th anniversary of TGIA, but it 
was cut and shared by those attending the July 
annual meeting.
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2012 TGIA Treasurer’s Report
SOURCE OF FUNDS  	   	        	       2009 Actual	      2010 Actual	      2011 Actual      2012 Actual    2013 Budget
TOTAL ASSESSMENTS - ACCRUED     	         $ 129,332 	        $ 129,795             $ 129,597        $ 128,782         $ 136,500
TOTAL C.D. & MM INTEREST    	          	     	  2,307 	               1,390 		  1,962                  840                   750
Interest - Delinquent Accounts 	                   	  6,418 	               6,314	    	 7,023 	           6,910                6,000
Refund on Foreclosed Lots 		           	  4,672	             33,847	              28,651             25,285              25,000		
Tower Site Rental 					                                                   450	           1,800                1,800
Gravel Royalty										                101,161                2,632
Miscellaneous Income			           	          	                         	                     25 	                                             
TOTAL REVENUE			           $ 142,729           $ 171,346             $   167,708         $ 264,778        $ 162,682        
					        	        2009 Actual   20010 Actual   2011 Actual  2012 Actual   2013 Budget
A. SALARIES
1, Administrator 					            $ 26,860         $ 27,300           $ 27,300	     $ 27,300 	 27,300
2, Misc. Salaries 					                 3,583 	       3,396 	   3,600 	          3,750 	   3,750
3. Director’s Fees 				                6,600 	       6,600 	   6,600 	          6,600             6,600
4. Payroll Taxes 					                 2,468 	       2,396 	   2,468 	          2,436	   2,500
B. RENT/UTILITIES
1. Rent 						                 5,075	       5,100 	   5,100 	          5,100 	   5,100
2. Telephone 					                1,962 	       2,054 	   2,075 	          2,070 	   2,100
3. Electricity/Gas 					               1,513 	       1,618                1,516 	          1,500  	   1,500
C. GENERAL OFFICE
1, Supply/Clean					                6,186 	      7,335	                4,031 	          5,180 	   5,500
2. Postage 					                2,438 	      3,167 	   2,789 	          3,390 	   3,000
4. Newsletter 					                9,745 	      9,299 	   6,588 	          7,192	   7,000
5. Repair & Maint./Security 			                 615 	         649 	      685	             723                750
6. Titles/Abstracts 					        0	             0 	          0 		    0 	          0
D. INSURANCE
1. Liability/Property 				               8,012  	      7,511 	   8,278 	          8,290 	   7,700
2. Directors & Officers 				               1,401 	      1,400 	   1,340 	          1,322 	   1,261
3. Employee Fidelity 					     162 	         162 	      152 	             178 	      178
4. Workers’ Compensation				              1,057 	      1,032 	   1,198 	             777 	   1,018
5. Umbrella 					                1,000              1,000                 1,128            1,132 	   1,131
E. PROFESSIONAL FEES
1. General Attorney 				               1,473                 432 	   3,185            6,722            5,000
2. Bookkeeping 					                5,150              5,200                 5,300            5,300            5,600
3. Audit 						                 5,338              5,545                 5,885            5,885            5,900
F, LAND TAXES
1. Socorro County 					     460 	         496 	       526 	             823 	      830
2. Valencia County 				               2,575	      2,212	                 2,446 	          2,575 	   2,575
3. Torrance County 				               1,057 	      1,050 	    1,094 	          1,052 	   1,052
G. MISCELLANEOUS
1. Mileage/Special Projects 				    345 	         380 	       367 	             604 	      500
2. Meeting Expenses			    	            2,244 	      2,751 	    2,569 	          3,137 	   3,500
H, PROMOTIONAL
1. Donations					      	 500 	         100 	         50 	               50	      100
2. Advertising				     	            	     0 	             0		           0 	             746 	          0
3. Subscriptions 					                   295 	         295                         0                  0                    0
4. Web Site 					                   601  	         548 	       809 	             624	      650
I. MAINTENANCE
1. Road Maintenance 				               2,300	             0 	          0                   0                    0
2. Property Maintenance 				               1,500 	       1,522                    704            5,145             1,500
TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET 			       $ 102,515       $ 100,550          $   97,783     $  109,603     $ 104,595

NOT INCLUDED IN OPERATING BUDGET - capital improvements
COMMUNITY MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS
						            2009 Actual       2010 Actual   2011 Actual  2012 Actual  2013 Budget
Power line ext. 						          0	               0                       0 	                 0                   0
Office Equipment 						         0                1,924                       0                   0                   0
Road Improvements 				                      0                       0                       0                   0                   0
Open Space Development 			                     0                       0                       0                   0             1,000
TOTAL: 					                          $         0             $       0                $      0          $       0        $   1,000
						            2009 Actual      2010 Actual     2011 Actual  2012 Actual   2013 Budget
FORECLOSURES - Recoverable
Title Search 					                 6,836 	          9,047 	    10,200              2,749              3,000
Attorney & Other Fees 				              18,284	        29,977              58,771            16,501            18,500
TGIA Beyond 2013 / Covenants
Attorney & Filing Fees 				                8,017 	        14,008                4,449             2,772               2,000
TOTAL:					                           $33,137	     $ 53,032	  $ 73,420       $ 22,022          $ 23,500 
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County Manager Talks About Experiences On The Job

2012 TGIA Treasurer’s Report
													              
LIQUID ASSETS 				   2009 Actual 	 2010 Actual	  2011 Actual	  2012 Actual     2013 Budget
MyBank Checking 			     65,534 		    57,903	                  50,135	     61,935 	      60,000
Money Market 				      22,555		     22,679 	             0                            0     	               0
Money Market 				        8,775 		      8,787 	       8,795 	       8,799 	        8,800
Money Market - Special Projects 		      7,295                     7,338	                    7,360 	     98,554 	    112,000
High Yield Savings 								                          55,402	      55,500	     
CD’s 					     101,836 		  103,572                 105,433	     50,826 	      51,000
Impress Account 						          1,500	                    1,500	       1,500 	        1,500
Foreclosure Funds Held in Trust 		  	 	    10,896		     16,765                  22,702 	      28,000
TOTAL CASH 			                $ 205,995            $ 212,675 	 $189,988 	 $299,718 	  $316,800

FIXED ASSETS 				    2009 Actual        2010 Actual       2011 Actual           2012 Actual	  2013 Budget
Land Held for Investment 			       39,796	    48,796 	   69,552 	                 112,444	    113,000
Land 					       281,893	  281,893 	 281,893 		    281,893                281,893
Property, equipment, leasehold improvements         
less depreciation				      230,256	  255,098	              255,098                  200,918                 200,918

TOTAL PROPERTY & EQUIPMENT             $ 551,945            $ 585,787           $ 606,544 	              $ 595,255             $ 595,811

MEMBERS 										          Actual
Total Assessed MEMBERS 								         2,580
Total Assessed LOTS 								                       3,542
Total Unassessed Lots* 								                       1,932
*Developer - owns 1888 unassessed lots
*TGIA - owns 45 unassessed lots
*Socorro County - owns 1 unassessed lot
Units 6, 8, 25 are excluded from TGIA as no indentures were ever filed on these lots

	 Valencia County Man-
ager Bruce Swingle 
talked about a variety of 
aspects of his job as the 
head of unincorporated 
Valencia County to those 
attending the July 2013 
annual TGIA meeting.
	 Immediately preceding 
taking the job he worked 
with the New Mexico As-
sociation of Counties. He 
said he was aware of the 
politics and problems of 
Valencia County, but felt 
he was up to the chal-
lenge of working with 

the county commissioners and public. He has been 
manager for a bit more than a year.
	 Swingle said during that time much has been 
accomplished including straightening out finan-
cial problems associated with the Internal Rev-
enue Service and the Public Employees Retirement  
Association.
	 At the time Swingle spoke Governor Susana Mar-
tinez was to appoint a new county commissioner to re-
place a commissioner who resigned due to a change in 
family circumstances. Swingle said he hoped the com-
mission would get along with the new appointment.
	 Swingle said the county supposedly has about 
76,000 residents, but if the undocumented citizens are 
factored in then it would probably be about 100,000.
	 Valencia county could have a very bright future, 
said Swingle.  He has been working with the staff on 
improving service to the public. He feels that the mo-
rale of the employees is improving.
	 He pointed out that a huge chunk of the county’s 
budget goes to the county detention center which cuts 
into the funding for other things.  
	 He ended by saying a lot has to change in Valencia 
County and it will take many years.
	 Editor’s Note; Bruce Swingle left the position of Valen-
cia County Manager in September to become manager for 
McKinley County in northwest New Mexico. The Valencia 
County Commission has appointed Valencia County Finan-
cial Director Nick Telles acting county manager as a search 
is conducted for Swingle’s replacement. 

Tibbets Re-elected to Board
	 David Tibbets was re-elected to the TGIA Board 
with 244 votes out of 277 cast. He was the only candi-
date on the ballot.

Tibbets TGIA Board President
	 At the July TGIA board meeting, the following offi-
cers were elected to serve for another year, 2013-2014: Da-
vid Tibbetts, president; Judi Magnussen, executive vice 
president and treasurer; and Carol Gasperetti, secretary. 
The remaining board members are Howard Snell and Mi-
chael Sumner.

Bruce Swingle
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Assessments / Tax 
Bills Sent in Fall

	 TGIA assessments are sent to land owners in 
October each year.  Assessments are billed in ar-
rears, meaning assessments are applied to 2013.  
Assessment payments are due by December 31, 
2013.  Assessments paid after December 31 start 
accumulating interest at eight percent per annum.
 	 Owners of lots in the third year of non-pay-
ment are notified on the assessment bills that in 
January the account will be sent to legal counsel 
to begin foreclosure.  Once proceedings begin, an 
additional $200 fee is incurred on each lot in fore-
closure plus legal fees.
 	 Assessment payments are sent to TGIA at 
PO Box 1388, Rio Communities, NM   87002. 
	 Property tax notices are sent by County Trea-
surers the beginning of November with payment 
due in December of the same year. Property tax 
payments should be sent to the treasurer of the 
county where the property is located. Do not 
send to TGIA.

Obtaining TGIA Documents
	 For those without Internet access - if you 
would like a copy of Board minutes, material 
distributed at the annual meeting, or the TGIA 
financial statements, please write to TGIA P.O. 
Box 1388, Rio Communities, NM 87002. Be sure 
to specify the material you are requesting. 
 	 For those who do have Internet access - if 
you would like a copy of Board minutes, material 
distributed at the annual meeting, or the TGIA fi-
nancial statements, please e-mail the administra-
tive office at info@TierraGrande.org.

 

	 Valencia County passed an ordinance several years ago requiring the
owner / occupant of each house and building in unincorporated 
Valencia County to identify homes and buildings with numbers at least
three inches high.  
	 Such identification helps emergency responders find homes/buildings
more easily. 
	 Valencia County is now offering the opportunity to purchase a reflective
address sign  with four inch reflective numerals directly through the county. 
You do not need to purchase the sign through them, but you are required 
to post your address.
	 Through Valencia County the cost is $12 for up to 3 numbers,
either horizontally or vertically. The cost for four or five digits is $14. The
numbers and reflective background are on a heavy gauge aluminum placard (6 x 24) with two pre-
drilled holes.  Numbers only are also available from the county at $.75 each number. 
 	 If you would like a copy of the Ordinance and/or a copy of the Valencia County Purchase Request 
Form, please contact Tierra Grande at 505-864-2345 or info@tierragrande.org.

Address Signs Available from County; 
Be Sure Your Home Has An Address

Foreclosure Sales Scheduled
	 A foreclosure sale will be scheduled before 
the end of 2013.  
	 Fifteen properties in the Valencia County por-
tion of Tierra Grande will be offered. 
	 For more information, please contact TGIA 
at 505 864-2345 or via email at info@tierra-
grande.org
 

Below and to 
the right are 
samples of the 
numbers on a 
placard for an 
address that can 
be purchased 
from Valencia 
County.

www.tierragrande.org 
You’ll Find What YOu Need to KNow
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This ‘n’ That Around the Tierra Grande Community
Welcome to New Resident on Mancha Circle
	 Kimberly Pravada is the proud owner of a 
home in Tierra Grande on Mancha Circle.  
	 She moved to the Tierra Grande from the 
Mountainair area of New Mexico.  
	 We look forward to her becoming involved in 
Tierra Grande events and wish her much happi-
ness in her new home.

Tierra Grande Community Watch
	 The next meeting of the Tierra Grande Com-
munity Watch is scheduled for Saturday, Oc-
tober 19th at 11 a.m. at the Tierra Grande Fire 
Station.  
	 It is hoped that a representative from the 
Sheriff’s Department will attend and speak about 
coverage of the area.
	 Ernie Nagy, Community Watch Coordinator, 
will bring everyone up to date about any inci-
dents that have occurred in Tierra Grande during 
the past six months.  
	 TGIA Administrator Sue Moran, will discuss 

road issues in Tierra Grande.  
	 Please bring a dish of food to share.  
	 It is hoped that everyone is able to attend. 

 Thank You for Meeting Gifts
	 A great big Thank You to Judy and Dave 
Venenga for donating the quilt and candlestick 
holders presented to the door prize winners at 
the July 2013 Annual Meeting.

Valencia County Maintained 
Roads In Tierra Grande

	 Tierra Grande continues to experience diffi-
culty with maintenance of roads on any regular 
basis by the Valencia County Public Works De-
partment.  
	 Valencia County Commissioner Lawrence 
Romero has promised to help resolve the road is-
sues.  
	 Please feel free to contact this office regarding 
any road issues you have or call Valencia County 
Public Works directly at: 505 866-8740

“The Enemy 
Way” in

 Tierra Grande

“The Enemy Way,” a feature film starring Forest 
Whitaker, was partially filmed at the residence 
shown above in Tierra Grande during early 2013. 
The carved tablet to the right with the props in 
the house was included in several scenes of the 
movie which is scheduled for a 2014 release.



TGIA Board
President - David Tibbetts

Business Owner/Surveyor -   Term expires 2018
Executive V.P. & Treasurer –

 Judi Magnussen
Tierra Grande resident - Term expires 2014

Secretary – Carol Gasperetti
Tierra Grande resident - Term expires 2016

Director – Howard Snell
Professor & Curator/UNM Biology

Term expires 2015
Director – Michael Sumner

Retired Area Banker - Term expires 2017

TGIA Staff
Administrator — Sue Moran 

Assistant Administrator — Janie Earthman
Newsletter Editor — Sandy Schauer
Architectural Control Committee 

Chair – Judi Magnussen
Members – Sue Moran & Mike Mulvey

Remembering Those Who 
Loved Tierra Grande

	 Donald Forshee, a 13-year resident of Tierra 
Grande in Unit 14, died May 29, 2013 after com-
ing to the area from Jersey City, NJ. 
	 A flight dispatcher for a major airline, he 
earned his private pilot license and subsequently 
flew and landed in 47 of the 48 contiguous 
United States. 
	 Donald discovered Tierra Grande on one of 
his many cross-country trips.  He found the area 
to have the perfect weather for flying.  When he 
flew over our community he identified Tierra 
Grande as the place he wanted to call home.  

* * * * * * * * * *
	 Ivan Hersh who died in August 2013, was a  
14-year resident of Tierra Grande in Unit 3, who 
came here from New York.  
	 He was a retired engineer who worked on 
several of the New York transit projects.
	   Ivan looked over several possible lots in 
Tierra Grande on which to build his dream 
home.  He selected a parcel with one of the best 
views available. Then he designed his dream 
home with the view in mind.  His living room 
was a wall of windows where he enjoyed a 
sweeping vista of the Manzano Mountains. 

 * * * * * * * * * *
	 A four year resident of Tierra Grande in Unit 
24, Janice Jones moved to Tierra Grande with 
her husband Steve to build a “winter” residence 
away from the cold and snows of Montana. 
	 Janice lived her dreams before she died Aug. 
23, 2013.
 	 She and her husband became stewards of a 
National Park campground in Montana.  Each 
year Janice would drive the RV from New Mex-
ico to Montana to be a host to people from all 
over the world.
	 Janice dearly loved her grandchildren and 
was very involved with her church.  She had a 
hearty since of humor and an unquestioned will-
ingness to help others.   

County Public Works Director 
Discusses Department Activities
	 Valencia County Road Department employ-
ees are now building roads rather than contracting 
them out which gives those employees pride in their 
work, said Kelly Bouska, Valencia County Public 
Works Director at the TGIA meeting.
	 She explained that public works includes sol-
id waste, roads, buildings, and parks.
	 Allowing employees to work on building 
roads also allows Valencia County to save mon-
ey. Bouska said the new county philosophy is not 
just do the work to do the work, but do the work 
the right way the first time. Gradings are getting 
better and the work is getting better, she added.
	 An assessment of the county’s 456 roads is be-
ing developed. Every year county commissioners 
are allocated money for road maintenance in their 
district. The assessment could help with funding 
allocations.
	 Bouska said that she is trying to work with all 
the county communities to make improvements.
	 The county’s road equipment is very old and 
dilapidated, said Bouska. She is hoping to get 
more money from the county commission to ob-
tain better equipment. She also wants to increase 
employee training and make sure employees 
stay on the job once they have been trained.


