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Tierra Grande Beauty Attracts People
	 TGIA  President Judi Magnussen pointed out that those 
attending the July 2018 annual meeting have at least one im-
portant thing in common -- “we all own property and/or 
are residing in beautiful Tierra Grande.”
	 She added “We chose to live where we can spread our 
wings and breathe in the beauty of New Mexico’s moun-
tains and desert.”
	 People decide to live in Tierra Grande because they 
knew there is an association 
that takes the responsibility to 
oversee and manage the thou-
sands of acres comprising 
Tierra Grande, and provides 
and maintains a central spot 
for services to members for a 
minimal annual fee.
	 “Over the past 23 years  
TGIA’s Board and Staff have 
worked hard to operate ef-
ficiently, even though costs 
have continued to rise,” con-
tinued Magnussen. “Every 
opportunity has been taken 
to lower operating costs by re-
ducing office hours and news-
letter publications, developing a relationship with Valencia 
and other counties to maintain accuracy in tax assessments 
on Open Space and property still owned by TGIA, and 
many other measures.”
	 These measures have saved thousands of dollars, 
but, unfortunately, the board estimates that by year 2020, 
the cost of maintaining the association will exceed the 
assessment income, and the board may have to increase 
the assessment rate. 
	 Such an assessment increase would not happen until 
2020 and would be quite minimal while enough for TGIA to 
exist for many more years.
	 The last assessment increase occurred in 1995. Magnussen 
said, “By 2020, twenty-five years after the last increase, I’m 
sure you appreciate our need to maintain solvency so we can 
support the common good of this non-profit organization.”
	 TGIA Administrator Sue Moran said that the Valencia 
County Road Department will be working in the areas of 
Manzanita and Mallette which had flooded. County work-
ers will bring in gravel, crusher fines, and a binding material 
which will hopefully help with any future flooding.

	 Moran recognized Tales ‘n’ Trails newsletter editor Sandy 
Schauer for her more than 25 years of service pointing out that 
Schauer “brings a great deal of knowledge of Valencia County 
and the surrounding area to share with newsletter readers”.
	 Also recognized by Moran was Mark Earthman who 
performs duties that include building and ground mainte-
nance, putting up and repairing road signs, and repairing 
entrance archways.
	 Moran thanked all those who help make the Tierra 
Grande community a great place to live. She commended 
those who grade roads, clean up the community, look af-
ter neighbors, volunteer Emergency Medical Technicians 
and firefighters, and Open Space volunteers who secure the 
Open Space boundaries to protect wildlife.
	 Moran thanked all the people who call the office to talk 
about road conditions, suspicious vehicles, cattle in crisis, 
Open Space  issues, fire danger, internet problem and trash.
	 TGIA Treasurer Carol Gasperetti reported on the 
organization’s finances which can be found inside this 
newsletter.

Western Spirit 
Transmission Line Project
 	 Some Tierra Grande residents and landowners 
may have been notified that a transmission line is pro-
posed to cross through some areas of Tierra Grande.  
	 The Tierra Grande Association has attended pub-
lic hearings related to this proposed construction.  The 
developers, Pattern Development and RETA (Renew-
able Energy Transmission Authority of New Mexico) 
will own the Western Spirit line. 
 	 As a result of feedback from landowners and oth-
er parties potentially affected by the proposed trans-
mission line, Pattern Development has put the project 
on hold until alternative routes can be considered.  
	 If a new route is selected, some offer notifications 
will be rescinded while other landowners and stake-
holders will be notified. 
 	 To find out more about this proposed transmission 
line visit www.westernspirittransmission.com or call 
the Land Department at Pattern Energy 505-375-1324.
	 If you want to read why some are opposing the 
transmission line route, visit www.Resistiendo.org.

Judi Magnussen
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2018 TGIA Treasurer’s Report
SOURCE OF FUNDS  	   	       2014 Actual       2015 Actual       2016 Actual       2017 Actual 	 2018 Proposed
TOTAL ASSESSMENTS - ACCRUED       $ 124,033          $  126,225         $  124,776          $ 125,127           $   125,127
TOTAL CD & MM INTEREST    	          	      583                     827                    477	             664	             850
Interest - Delinquent Accounts 	                 7, 488	                8,067                9,285	        10,412	          9,000	
Tower Site Rental	               		    1,800                  1,800	            1,800                  1,800                   1,800
Royalty Leases (Cattle/Gravel)		           0                         0                 1,115      	          1,115	          1,115
Miscellaneous Income (land sales, TTF)               10,757	              19,900                   559               19,379 	          15,000
Donated Land				              0	                          0	               4,289	           2,378                               0                                                            
TOTAL PROJECTED REVENUE              $ 141,661          $   156,819         $ 142,300         $  160,873 	    $152,892 
      
			     	          2014 Actual       2015 Actual      2016 Actual      2017 Actual          2018 Proposed
A. SALARIES
1. Administrator 		   	          $   16,380             $  16,380	       $ 22,680	       21,840	        28,860 
2. Misc. Salaries 				      4,755 	                6,009 	            6,395                 6,145	          6,200
3. Director’s Fees 		                  6,600 	                6,600 	            6,600                 6,425	          6,600
4. Payroll Taxes 				      1,663 	                1,821	            2,359                 2,276	          2,800
B. RENT/UTILITIES
1. Rent 					       5,100 	                5,100 	            5,100	         5,100	          5,100
2. Telephone 				      2,110 	                2,277 	            2,445                 1,565	          1,750
3. Electricity/Gas 				     1,426 	                1,556	            1,363                 1,369	          1,500
C. GENERAL OFFICE
1. Supply/Clean				      8,049 	                5,803 	            4,730                 9,853	          6,000
2. Postage 				      4,258 	                4,372 	            4,192                 4,610	          4,500
4. Newsletter 				      4,519 	                4,628	            4,722                 4,718	          4,800
5. Repair & Maint./Security 		       829	                   866                   394	         1,037	          1,200
6. Titles/Abstracts 			            0 	                     45 		    -3 	                0	             200
D. INSURANCE
1. Liability/Property/Auto 			     8,696 	                8,991 	            9,167               10,184	          9,200
2. Directors & Officers 			     1,346 	                1,346 	            1,400                 1,346	          1,500
3. Employee Fidelity 		     	      178 	                   178 	               200                    533	             300
4. Workers’ Compensation			       420 	                   363 	               400                    414 	          1,300
5. Umbrella 				      1,000                   1,312 	            1,500                 1,275	          1,500
E. PROFESSIONAL FEES   
1. General Attorney 			   10,185                       32                   479                 3,021	          5,000
2. Bookkeeping 				      5,800                  5,800                6,540                 6,293	          6,540
3. Audit 					       5,885                  5,885                5,895                 5,902	          6,000
F. LAND TAXES     
1. Socorro County 			        374 	                   853 	            1,151                    328	            500
2. Valencia County 			     6,184 	                4,725 	            2,592                 1,270	       10,000
3. Torrance County 			     1,096 	                     35 	                 96                      48 	            100
G. MISCELLANEOUS
1. Mileage/Special Projects 	                    231 	                   527 	               475                    307	            500
2. Meeting Expenses			     3,131 	                2,039 	            3,010                 2,840	         3,100
H. PROMOTIONAL
1. Donations			    	      138 	                   154	                 50                      50	              50
2. Advertising				             0		      746 	                   0	                0	                0
3. Subscriptions 			                          0                          0                       0                       0		   0
4. Website 				         609 	                   409	            1,073                    450	         1,000
I. MAINTENANCE
1. Road Safety	  			            0 	                       0                       0                    307	             500
2. Property Maintenance 			     1,998                        75                   406                       0     	          1,000	
TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET                  $ 102,959           $   88,927         $   95,410    	   $  99,507	   $ 117,600	     

NOT INCLUDED IN OPERATING BUDGET - capital improvements
COMMUNITY MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS
				            2014 Actual         2015 Actual         2016 Actual       2017 Actual    2018 Proposed
Fire Station Improvements			          0	               9,765	         17,514	               0                           0 
Road MOA & Erosion Remedy		          0	                2,725                8,787 	        8,443                    5,000 
Office Equipment 				    3,000                  1,000                       0                        0                           0 
Office Improvements 			    1,500                         0                 6,631                       0                           0
Open Space Maintenance 		     	     500                         0                       0                     500                       500
TOTAL: 				              $  5,000            $  13,490            $ 32,932           $    8.943               $   5,500

				            2014 Actual        2015 Actual        2016 Actual       2017 Actual      2018 Proposed
FORECLOSURES - Recoverables
Title Search 			                     322 	                     0                       0                  1,613                    2,000
Attorney & Other Fees 		               14,699                   3,375                  663                29,149                  25,000
TGIA Beyond 2013 / Covenant
Attorney & Filing Fees 		             	        0	                      0                       0                        0                          0
TOTAL:

 	
      	 `                                     $  15,021              $  3,375             $    663            $  30,782    	  $  27,000
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2018 TGIA Treasurer’s Report
													              
LIQUID ASSETS 		            2014 Actual 	 2015 Actual	 2016 Actual	 2017 Actual     2018 Proposed
MyBank Checking 		  125,980 		   101,477                104,854	     99,616 	    105,000
Money Market 			       8,305	                     8,307	       8,309 	       8,054	        8,400
Money Market - Special Projects       111,557                   99.179	     81,842 	     73,797 	      75,000
High Yield Savings 		    55,614		      55,679                  55,735	   105,837	    157,000
CD’s 				      51,298 		   126,477                126,867	   127,339	    128,000
Impress Account 			      1,500		        1,500	       1,500	       1,500 	        1,500
Foreclosure Funds Held in Trust 	   38.918	                   38,933	     38,946                  38,959 	               0
TOTAL CASH 		             $ 393,172              $  431,552           $   418,053            $  455,101             $ 474,900

FIXED ASSETS 		             2014 Actual          2015 Actual       2016 Actual            2017 Actual       2018 Proposed
Land Held for Investment 	  	 157,699		   109,516 	   113,305 	   106,247	    110,000
Land 				    281,893		   281,893 	   281,893 	   281,893                 281,893
Property, equipment, leasehold         
improvements less depreciation	  70,391		     42,824                  23,737                    7.394                     1,400
TOTAL PROPERTY & EQUIPMENT  $ 509,983              $ 434,233             $ 418,935             $ 395,534              $ 393,293
  
MEMBERS 										          Actual
Total Assessed MEMBERS 								         2,549
Total Assessed LOTS 								                       3,404
Total Unassessed Lots* 								                       1,997
*Developers - own 1941 unassessed lots
*TGIA - owns 35 unassessed lots
*Socorro County - owns 1 unassessed lot
Units 6, 7, 8, 25 and Multi-Use/Tracts are excluded from TGIA as no indentures are in force for these properties.

Thank You for 2018 Door Prizes
	 Thanks to the following for their door prize 
donations for the 2018 TGIA annual meeting:
 	 Outdoor knife/tool items:  Paul Rockhold 
	 Southern Belle doll made and donated by 
Margaret Giangrossi
	 Framed photos of a bear in Tierra Grande Open 
Space - photos taken and framed by Kim Pravda 
	 Handyman items collected and donated by 
John Moran 
	 Painted egg – Jane Chevalier
	 Candy dish –Wayne/Val Smith
	 Gift card – Dan Weiman
	 Backpack – Kim Pravda
	 Silver and brown agate bracelet made and 
donated by Venture Garcia 
	 BNSF Spring Vase collected by Kim Pravda, 
painted by Mark Earthman
	 BNSF Cowboy Door Stop welded and do-
nated by David Venenga
	 Lap quilt made and donated by Judy Venenga
 Accountant’s Review Shows
Finances in Good Condition  

	 TGIA Treasurer Carol Gasperetti pointed out 
at the 2018 annual meeting that Ricci & Company 
LLC’s review of TGIA’s finances shows the organi-
zation is in good financial condition.
	 Those at the meeting received a copy of the Inde-
pendent Accountant’s Review Report of the finances.

TG Wildlife Photos

      If you missed the July 2018 TGIA annual meeting 
then you missed a great presentation of wildlife photo-
graphs taken in Tierra Grande such as the one above.
    Kim Pravda and her mother, Wendy Zens, have 
planted cameras in the Tierra Grande Open Space 
which capture the wildlife in their natural habitat.
       Kim and Wendy live in the Tierra Grande foothills.
     There’s a great  display of wildlife photographs in 
the TGIA offices, 480 Rio Communities Blvd., Suite H.  
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TG Community Watch 
	 The Tierra Grande Community Watch is 
scheduled to meet Saturday, Oct. 20, 2018, at 11 
a.m. at the Tierra Grande Fire Station.  
	 Ernie Nagy, Community Watch Coordinator, 
will bring everyone up to date about any inci-
dents occurring in Tierra Grande during the past 
six months.  
	 Please bring a dish of food to share.  

TG Community Cleanup
	 Once again, Tierra Grande has qualified for a 
dumpster under the Valencia County Keep New 
Mexico Beautiful program. 
	 The date for the dumpster is  the weekend be-
ginning the late afternoon of Oct. 19. The dump-
ster will be located at the intersection of Manza-
nita Drive and  Recato Loop.  
	 ALL materials are accepted, including yard 
trimmings.  If you are turning in tires, please 
place them outside the dumpster.
	 To qualify for the free dumpster, Tierra 
Grande needs to keep the community beautiful.  
So, please bring at least one bag of trash collected 
from the road near your home.   
	 There will be a sign-up sheet attached to the 
dumpster.  TGIA needs to know which members 
utilize the dumpster.  Please take the time to sign in. 

Landowners Who Rent 
Out Tierra Grande Homes

	 Several homes in Tierra Grande are rented.  	
	 It is important the owners inform TGIA as to 
who is renting a property at any given time.  
	 Renters have rights and responsibilities 
when residing in the community.  
	 Renters should be included in Tierra Grande 
events, and made aware of the covenants.
	 Contact Sue Moran, Administrator, at 505 
864-2345 or info@tierragrande.org to provide her 
with the contact information for people renting 
your Tierra Grande home. 

Need Information? Call TGIA
	 If you need information about your Tierra 
Grande property or the Tierra Grande Improvement 
Association then call Sue Moran, TGIA administra-
tor, at 505 864-2345 or email info@tierragrande.org.

Lots For Sale By Owner Catalog
	 Ninety lots have been sold since the For Sale 
By Owner (FSBO) Catalog was created in March 
2016.
	 Approximately 120 lots are still available in 
the catalog. 
	 If you would like to add your property to the 
catalog or make changes to a property in the cata-
log, contact TGIA at info@tierragrande.org  
	 You can find the FSBO Catalog on the TGIA Web 
Page “updates” tab – www.TierraGrande.org.
Recognizing Long Time Residents

37 Years -- 1981: Bill Martin
 33 Years – 1985:  Angela Blasi
30 Years – 1988:  Clayton Self

28 Years – 1990:  Margaret Giangrossi & Vincent 
Giangrossi, Judi Magnussen, David Reid

27 Years – 1991: Jay & Jodie Gardner
26 Years – 1992:  Mike Scott

24 Years – 1994:  Al & Mary Cate, Armand & 
Carol Gasperetti, David & Marianne Holmes, 

Tim & Sara Miller, Albino Tafoya
23 Years – 1995:  Mary Bereyl, Lori Nolan,

 Joe & Virginia Smiel
22 Years – 1996:  Martin & Sandra Sisneros, 

Chester & Betty Smith
21 Years – 1997: Mike Wooley & Melody Brooks

20  Years -- 1998: Walter & Karen Florence, 
Danny & Denise Self, Mary Jo Sigmon

Remembering Those Who Passed in 2018
	 Margaret McKinley – 1935-2018 -- moved to 
Tierra Grande in 2004.  She and her husband 
Weldon ranched in New Mexico all their life.
	 Margaret was one of a kind;  With a happy 
heart and a smile, Margaret’s generous, hard-
working spirit was always present. She loved 
God and her church.  
	 Even after her hip replacement, she helped 
the family during round-up time.  She was the 
person to call when information regarding cattle 
in Tierra Grande were in trouble.
	 Margaret will be missed. 
	 Bertha Lightfoot – 1919-2018 -- longtime 
Tierra Grande landowner.  Bertha was generous 
and involved with church activities.  She loved 
Rio Communities and Tierra Grande.
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Two Different Bills, 
Two Different Payments
	 Every Fall TGIA land owners receive two bills for 
their property—
	  • One bill is for the TGIA assessment on the property 
	 • The second bill is the property tax assessed by 
the county where that property is located.
	 These are two completely separate bills. Your pay-
ments should be sent to two different organizations.
	 The assessment, due by Dec. 31, is paid to TGIA. 
Assessment notices are sent to Tierra Grande land 
owners in October.
	 The assessment is part of the covenants which 
protect Tierra Grande.
	 The property tax is paid to either the Valencia 
County Treasurer or the Socorro County Treasurer, 
depending on where the property is located.
	 Property tax bills are sent by the County Treasur-
ers the beginning of November with payment due in 
December of the same year.
	 It is extremely important to pay both these bills 
each year. It is extremely important to know that these 
are two separate bills, payable to two separate entities
	 Just as important is notifying each entity of any 
address change. If the address for where your bills are 
sent changes, inform both TGIA and the Valencia or 
Socorro County Treasurers as soon as possible.
	 The Socorro County Treasurer’s mailing address is 
P.O. Box KK, Socorro NM 87801, phone 575 835-1701.
	 The Valencia County Treasurer mailing address is 
P.O. Box 939, Los Lunas NM 87031, phone 505 866-2090.
	 Contact TGIA Administrator Sue Moran at 505 
864-2345 with any change of address or to get infor-
mation, P.O. Box 1388, Belen, NM, 87002.

Little Free Library 4th Year Anniversary
       Thanks to the support of Tierra Grande mem-
bers, the Little Free Library (LFL) is celebrating 
its fourth anniversary.

Thank You For Your Vote
	 Thank you to everyone who returned a ballot for 
the election of a TGIA Board Member.
	 Whether you voted for a particular person or left 
it to the discretion of the Board to cast your vote, your 
vote means a lot.
	 Your vote says you are interested in Tierra Grande 
and the land you own is of value to you. 
	 It means you are paying attention to what is hap-
pening and to decisions made on a-day-to-day basis 
that affect your membership. 

Valencia County Lots for Sale  
	 This Fall TGIA offers for sale the following lots it 
owns in Valencia County. All lots are current on their 
assessments and property taxes.
	 Each individual lot is offered for the opening bid 
shown below. Bids must be received by the end of business 
day (4 p.m. Mountain Time), Monday, October 22, 2018. 
Successful bidders will be notified Thursday, Oct. 25, 2018.
	 For further information, contact TGIA at 505 864-
2345, or email: info@tierragrande.org.
Valencia County
    Unit/Block/Lot      Acres	       $175 Per Acre   		
      001-0007-0013         5.00   	          $   875.00
      001-0015-0008         5.00               $   875.00
      013-0005-0018         6.30               $1,102.50
      013-0008-0006       10.00               $1,750.00
      013-0009-0030       10.00               $1,750.00
      013-0009-0031       10.00              $1,750.00
      013-0012-0011       10.00              $1,750.00
      014-0002-0019         5.00	          $   850.00
      014-0006-0038       11.36               $1,988.00
      014-0012-0006       10.00               $1,750.00
      021-0007-0007         5.38               $   941.50 
      021-0007-012           5.98               $1,046.50
      021-0008-0005         5.00               $   875.00
      021-0010-0003         5.79               $1,013.25
      021-0010 -0004        6.34               $1,109.50
      021-0010-0015         5.79               $1,013.25
      021-0010-0017         5.66               $   990.50
      021-0010-0024         5.00               $   875.00
      021-0010-0027         6.20               $1,085.00
      021-0010-0031         5.00               $   875.00
      021-0010-0035         5.66               $   990.50
      021-0011-0019         5.00               $   875.00
      021-0014-0006         5.00               $   875.00
      021-0016-0003         5.00               $   875.00
      021-0016-0017         6.20               $1,085.00
      022-0017-0033         5.00               $   875.00
      023-0005-0018       22.42               $3,923.50
      024-0001-0023       13.10               $2,292.50
      024-0003-0007       12.57               $2,199.75

Foreclosure Sale Scheduled
	 A foreclosure sale will be scheduled before the 
end of 2018.  
	 Several properties in the Valencia County por-
tion of Tierra Grande will be offered. 
	 For more information, please contact TGIA 
at 505 864-2345 or via email at info@tierra-
grande.org.



TGIA Board of Directors
July 2018 - June 2019

President - Carol Gasperetti
Retired/UNM Administrator • Tierra Grande Resident

Term Expires 2021
Executive V.P. – Mike Sumner

Retired / Valencia County Banker • Term expires 2022
Treasurer - Judi Magnussen

Tierra Grande Resident • Term expires 2019
Secretary - Vincent “Jim” Lardner

Business Owner/NM Travertine • Term expires 2023
Director – Howard Snell

Retired/Professor & Curator • UNM Biology
Term expires 2020

Architectural Control Committee
July 2018 - June 2019

Chair  Judi Magnussen
Members -- Carol Gasperetti, Sue Moran 

and Mike Mulvey

TGIA Staff
Administrator — Sue Moran 

Assistant Administrator — Janie Earthman
Newsletter Editor — Sandy Schauer

Gasperetti Board President
	 At the July 25, 2018, Board of Directors’ Meeting, the 
following officers were elected:
	 • Carol Gasperetti, President
	 • Michael Sumner, Executive Vice President
	 • Judi Magnussen, Treasurer
	 • Vincent “Jim” Lardner, Secretary
	 At that same meeting the following were appointed 
to serve on the Architectural Control Committee: Judi 
Magnussen, Chair, with members Carol Gasperetti, Sue 
Moran and Michael Mulvey. 
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Back Country Horsemen A Little Consideration on Dirt Roads
	 It doesn’t take much to be considerate of your 
neighbors. 
	 When you drive on Tierra Grande dirt roads, take 
a look out your back window and see how much dust 
you create.  People breath this stuff in. It creates a haz-
ard for people who walk the roads and for other drivers 
who follow and for those of us who do not like to dust!
	 Go easy on the dirt roads,

Lardner Elected to TGIA Board
	 Vincent “Jim” Lardner, President New Mexico Trav-
ertine, Inc., in Belen, was elected to the TGIA Board of 
Directors as announced at the July annual meeting. He 
was appointed to the TGIA Board to fill the term of Dave Tib-
betts. Lardner will now serve a five year term.

	 The Socorro Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen 
of New Mexico held its April 2018 event in Tierra Grande 
with hosts Mike and Mari Schaefer Unit 24 residents.  
	 Mike led the group of six riders, north in the Man-
zano foothills, east toward the mountains, then south to 
the lunch spot where Mike and Mari’s neighbor, Steve, 
served Mari’s homemade Chili Supreme.  A good time 
was had by all.

Don’t Be Scammed! 
	 Rio Communities Landowners Association is 
again trying to convince you that you need their ser-
vices.  You do not.  
	 They are trying to “sell” that for $50 a year they 
will provide you with information about your vacant 
land and surrounding area.
	 We have seen these documents. The information 
is not pertinent to Tierra Grande. Save your money, 
take someone to dinner!

Make Sure You Can Vote
	 The General Election is Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018.
	 Be sure to check your voting status with the Bu-
reau of Elections. No one wants to arrive at a polling 
place to find out that they are not registered. 
	 Periodically the Bureau of Elections sends out 
mailings. If that piece of mail addressed to you gets 
misdelivered or is incorrectly “returned to sender” by 
a substitute postal carrier then you may be removed 
from voting rolls. So checking to see if you are on the 
rolls is important.
	 Thanks to Tierra Grande resident Patty Rodriquez 
for this election reminder.

Valencia County Building Requirements
	 The Valencia County Code Enforcement Officers 
work hard to keep Valencia County properties in com-
pliance with County Building and  Zoning Ordinances.  
	 Tierra Grande wants residents/owners to be 
aware of building requirements in Valencia County.  
Beginning with this issue of Tails N Trails, you can 
learn about a topic that may impact you should you 
choose to build and/or remodel in Tierra Grande. 
	 Any structure 120 square feet or larger requires 
a Valencia County Zoning and Flood review prior to 
commencement of construction. This includes, but is 
not limited to, pole barns, hay barns, livestock hous-
ing, carports, sheds, re-roofs, etc.  For more informa-
tion contact 505 866-2050.
	 Keep in mind that building/external remodeling 
and outbuildings in Tierra Grande require review and 
approval by the Tierra Grande Architectural Control 
Committee prior to submission to Valencia County.  
Please call before you begin – 505 864-2345.


