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The TGIA Board
     The TGIA Board has, for more than 50 years, retained a com-
position of: One (1) owner/member non-occupant of the Tierra 
Grande subdivision; Two (2) owner/members living within the 
Tierra Grande subdivision; One (1) local banking executive; One 
(1) member of the local business community. Board members are 
unselfish in their efforts to retain the residential design of Tierra 
Grande and to protect its Open Space.

Notice of the 2023 Annual
Meeting of the Membership

of Tierra Grande Improvement Association, Inc.
     Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Bylaws of Tierra Grande Improvement Association and the HOA 
Laws of the State of New Mexico, that the annual meeting of the 
member ship will be held on Saturday, July 15, 2023, beginning at 
11:00 a.m. Mountain Time.
     Documents relating to the Annual Meeting will be available 
on the Tierra Grande web page: www.TierraGrande.org. Click on 
“Member Meetings”  The following business will be transacted:
   • Closure of Balloting
 • Board President addresses members
 •  Survey Results
 •  Community Center/Fire Station/Office
  •  Transmission Lines in Tierra Grande
 • Treasurer’s Report
 • 2022 Annual Financial Review
 • Administrator’s Report
 • Grants
 • Commissioner, Valencia Co District III
 • Door Prizes
 • Election Results
      Q&A from Members – three minutes per member to address 
the Board
 •  Meeting Adjourned

 TGIA Board Candidate
JIM LARDNER

     TGIA did not receive any applications to run for a position 
on the TGIA Board. The director whose five-year term is up 
is Jim Lardner.  
     • Jim Lardner is president of New Mexico Travertine, Inc., 
in Belen in charge of all pro duction, sales 
and responsibilities involved in running a 
$3.5 million company with 30 employees.
     • Served as past president Belen Rotary 
Club, Allied Stone Industries and Habitat 
for Humanity Valencia County as well as 
former commissioner on the City of Belen 
Planning and Zoning Commission
      • Current President of Tierra Grande 
Board of Directors. serving since Febru-
ary of 2018 when he was appointed to fill 
the position vacated by a director.  The 
members elected Mr. Lardner to a five year term in June of 
2018.  
      • He has held positions of director, secretary and pres-
ident. He is dedicated to assuring Tierra Grande is true to 
its mission to protect the integrity and secure the future of 
Tierra Grande.
      • Married to Daphne Lardner; three children.

Tim Lardner

Open Space Access
    The combinations to locks on gates to access certain areas in 
the Tierra Grande Open Space were changed effective March 1, 
2023, due to trespassing, illegal hunting, and vandalism issues. 
Tierra Grande will prosecute offenders. If you are a Tierra Grande 
member in good standing who uses the Open Space for recreation, 
please make sure that your Open Space sticker is openly displayed 
while visiting the area. If you do not have a sticker, please contact 
the TGIA office at 505 864-2345 to request one.
     If you need the combination code to the locks to the Open Space, 
ask for that as well. Do NOT share the combination of the locks 
with non-Tierra Grande members. Keep in mind that we are experi-
encing especially dry weather resulting in a high fire danger. Please 
keep to the trails. If there are no trails, don’t go making new ones.
    The Open Space access is a benefit of TGIA members in good 
standing (paid). Your annual dues pay for the insurance, improve-
ments, maintenance, repairs and  property taxes for the Open 
Space. Respect it and protect it as if it were your own property.
      Important note: For those of you who bring your dogs into the 
Open Space, keep them safe from harm by making sure they are on 
a leash. Do not allow dogs to roam freely, especially at this time of 
year when the baby Big Horn Sheep are being born. Representa-
tives of NM Game & Fish and Big Horn Sheep Preserva tionists 
have the authority to shoot dogs that appear harmful to the sheep. 
Also, it is against county law, to allow dogs to roam freely.
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Happy 50th Anniversary and More to Our Loyal Members
    Happy 50th Anniversary and More to Our Loyal Members,
     Thank you to all who responded to the request  to contact 
TGIA if they had owned their TGIA property for 50 years or 
more.  An amazing response! To some who purchased their 
property in 1974 and later --TGIA will recognize you in June 
of the 50th year in which you purchased the lot.  
     If you purchased prior to 1973 and have not yet submitted 
your story, please email  your experience. 50th anniversary 
members in good standing (assessments paid) – who noti-
fied TGIA - will be awarded a $50 credit to their Association 
account in September 2023.  

1970 - John & Jacqueline Oaks – Burr Ridge, IL
      Parents purchased in 1970 and deeded the land to them.
 

1972 – Shirley Hayes Pfeiffer – Peoria AZ
     Purchased from Horizon.
 

 
1973 – Warren & Linda Berkman – Mt. Juliet, TN

       Purchased from Horizon
 

1973 – Robert & Ramon Billhimer – Midland, TX
      Horizon salesman was a neighbor in El Paso, TX, for 
2 days we ate donuts and drank coffee.  Visited the Burris 
Ranch.  Decided to purchase.  He retired from the FBI, is 
transferring the property to his son.
 

1973 – Jim & Nancy Burch – Madison, AL
      Purchased from Horizon, Retired US Army, will be trans-
ferring property to his son.
 
 
1973 – Mona Antinora & Tariq Elsaddy – Kendall Park, NJ
      Parents purchased from Horizon for retirement. Mother 
really likes the NM climate.  Life events prevented them from 
this dream so they deeded the land to their children.
 

1973 – Louis Filo, III – Pottstown, PA
    Originally purchased land from Horizon in another commu-
nity while still in school thinking it was going to be a great in-
vestment. In 1973 he traded up for a property in Tierra Grande.  
Never had the opportunity to visit the lot. He will pass it on to 
his children or grandchildren. 
  

1973 – Creighton Fujii – Lihue, HI
     Purchased from Horizon.
 

1973 – Stephen Goettler – Port Charlotte, FL
     Purchased from Horizon.

 1973 – Beatrice Jackson – Brooklyn, NY
    Purchased from Horizon

 
1973 – John & Elaine Joppek – Portage, IN

     Was in school – really had no business purchasing the prop-
erty but the salesman was a friend of a friend and very con-
vincing.  Thought it a good investment.  Keeping it out of prin-
ciple.  Will pass it on to his children.
 

1973 – Katie Maycock-Polk – Jacksonville, FL
    Was 27 years old in 1973.  She and her husband purchased 
from Horizon.  Wanted to retire here but life events, her job 
and going back to school at 62 made her realize where her 
home and heart is.
 

1973 – Geraldine McGurk – Pompton Plains, NJ
   Both brothers worked for Horizon promoting the 
planned communities.  Even as a young person it sounded 
like a great investment for the future, so she purchased 
and made payments over the years. When Geraldine mar-
ried in 1976 she and her husband talked about retiring to 
NM.  He passed away in 2014.  
     Geraldine is still working full time as a personal sports 
and fitness trainer.  Not sure when and where she will 
retire.  she looks forward to visiting the area as she has 
never seen her land.  Geraldine has enjoyed reading the 
TGIA newsletters and keeping up with everything go-
ing on.  Her only daughter lives in Arizona so Geraldine 
might make a side trip out Tierra Grande way.  Geraldine 
would like to meet the residents of TG.
 

1973 – Philip & Noreen Meyer – Lutz, FL
     Noreen and her husband Philip purchased a lot in 
Unit 1 of Tierra Grande as an investment and also to 
maybe one day move out west and build a home but 
those plans changed.  Noreen appreciates TG’s recogni-
tion of long time members in good standing.
 

1973 – William & Ruth Nemeth – Charlotte, NC
    Newly married, the couple moved to Columbus, Ohio, 
in 1971.  Bill worked for United Moving and Storage.  One 
of Bill’s co-workers – Don - had a part-time job selling for 
Horizon.  Ruth can remember when Don came to their tiny 
little apartment and he and Bill sat at the breakfast table 
and talked. This was the spring of 1973. Ruth just had their 
son and she rocked him back and forth as Bill & Don talked 
and the purchase was made.  It was not until 1995, some 
22 years later, that Ruth and William flew out to see their 
five acres.  They found the Manzano Mountains stunning.  
Now in their late 70’s they live in Charlotte, NC.  Ruth and 
William promised to hold on to the TG land for their son.



.
 

1973 – Philip & Donna Rosenheim – Silver Spring, MD
   Philip purchased the land at age 25 as an investment.  He 
continues to hold on to this property “under the delusion 
that it will eventually increase in value and will be market-
able.”  He states he is quickly running out of time, but maybe 
his grandchildren will benefit from his investment someday.  
The good fortune of this acquisition is that he met his wife 
to be – on a property visitation charter with Horizon.  They 
have been married now for 47 blissful years!

 
1973 – Bayliss & Scott Ryan – Meyersville, MD

    Scott became interested in land investment while a high 
school senior.  He and his father decided to purchase a lot in 
TG through a local Horizon salesman who was advertising in 
the Northern Virginia area.  The original strategy was to ei-
ther hold on to the property for a few years and then sell and 
use the proceeds to buy property closer to Albuquerque; or 
keep the property to build a retirement home.  Scott’s careers 
have kept him primarily on the East Coast.  Scott and his wife 
Debbi plan to pass the property to their two children. 

 
1973 – Chris & Lynn Saltzman – Scottsdale, AZ

    While living in Las Vegas, NV,  Chris & Lynn purchased their 
TG lot from a Horizon door-to-door salesman.  They liked the 
pretty pictures. They plan to pass the land to their son.  

1973 – Theodore Schaner – Carolina Shores, NC
      Originally purchased properties from Horizon in Rio del 
Oro and Rio Grande Estates.  He later traded these lots for a 
Tierra Grande property.  He is happy with his decision.
 

1973 – Jeffrey & Linda Smith – Austin, TX
    Purchased from Horizon.

Happy 50th Anniversary and More to Our Loyal Members
 

1973 – Robert & Priscilla Smith – Conover, NC
    Purchased from Horizon.

1973 – Norman & Donna Tetter – Boonsboro, MD
      Norman & Donna purchased in TG when a Horizon rep-
resentative came to their home and presented TG as a future 
thriving community with planned residential areas as well as 
commercial areas and open spaces with beautiful views of the 
Manzano Mountains.  Their reason to purchase was mainly for 
a long-time investment since they hoped TG would develop into 
a prosperous community as the representative proposed.  Some-
day they hope to be physically present at an annual meeting. 

 
1973 – Stephen & Patricia Von Haden – Virginia Beach, VA

    In 1973 a Horizon representative visited them.  Stephen 
was from Little Creek, VA, and serving in the Navy but his 
wife was from northern AZ, so she knew the NM area.  They 
purchased a lot.  In 1975 he was transferred to Spain, upon 
returning they visited the area and purchased another lot.  
Life has got in their way.  They retired to Virginia.
 

1973 – Clella Wells (Estep) – Jones, OK
     Early on, Clella purchased 2 smaller lots from Horizon, 
she later traded those lots for a Tierra Grande property.
 

1973 – Lillian Williams – Sarasota, FL
       Purchased from Horizon
 

1973 – Jeffrey & Linda Witherel – Woodbridge, VA
    A Horizon agent came to their apartment in Laurel, MD 
when Jeffrey & Linda first arrived at Ft. Meade, MD.  The 
agent explained the TG development and its potential 
growth.  Jeffrey & Linda figured it looked like a safe long-
term investment and a location they might consider for re-
tirement.  They have held on to it for the past 50 years be-
cause they saw no need to sell it. 

Camping On Your Tierra Grande Lot
     Reminder that per the Protective Covenants no temporary 
structures are allowed on Tierra Grande lots unless there is 
a residence.
     Recognizing that our owners live all across the Country 
and would like to visit their lots, the TGIA Board approved 
a process for obtaining a temporary variance to camp on a 
vacant lot for up to two weeks at a time with a 30 day break in 
between visits. Owners who wish to camp on their property 
MUST obtain a permission slip from the Association prior to 
camping or fees / fines may be incurred.
      Please contact TGIA via email at info@tierragrande.org 
and provide your owner information and the dates you wish 
to camp on your property.
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Need Information?
    Call TGIA If you need information about your Tier-
ra Grande property or the Tierra Grande Improve-
ment Association. You can contact Sue Moran, TGIA 
administrator, at 505 864-2345 or email info@tierra-
grande.org.

Community Clean-Up 
Planned for the Fall of 2023

    Thanks to the Keep New Mexico Beautiful Campaign 
and Jeannette Saiz, of the Valencia County Public Works 
De partment, Tierra Grande hopes to be awarded an ad-
ditional clean-up opportunity in the Fall of 2023. The 
participation and courtesy our Tierra Grande members 
bring to these events has not gone unnoticed. That is 
why TGIA continues to be approved for these events.



 Fire Station/Community
Center/Office Update 

    The Tierra Grande Board of Directors has explored the 
possibility of building another fire station in the com-
munity to help improve the ISO (homeowner’s fire in-
surance rating) for those properties that are outside of  
the five-mile radius of the current fire station.  
    When this project began – prior to the COVID pan-
demic – it was a simple process, and the board and ad-
ministration were positive of its success.  Over the course 
of time, new regulations were imposed by two different 
leadership changes at the State Fire Marshall’s office.  
    Now a minimum number of homes are required, as 
well as a minimum number of volunteers needed to 
“man” the station – twelve.  And oddly enough, a mini-
mum number of fires had to have occurred in recent 
years.  Medical responses do not count. 
    If the project proceeds, the ISO rating for the new 
station would begin at a ten – the worst rating possible.  
This rating would adversely impact the surrounding 
communities for a minimum of three years.   However, 
we are still waiting for the final report to be released from 
the State Fire Marshall’s office before a decision is made 
by the Board of Directors to continue or change course.  

TGIA Grants
     In recent years the TGIA Board has developed vari-
ous grants to help landowners and residents alike. 
     • Grants for road improvements on roads that are not 
on County maintenance lists. Road grant requests can 
be expanded to include culverts and street signs,
    • Grants for road-side power line extensions which 
helps other properties along the way and encourages 
development of surrounding properties.  
    • Grants for water and power conservation, such as 
rain-water catchment systems, solar panels, low flow 
toilets, grey water systems, wind turbines, etc.,  which 
help the overall environment and reduce the drain on 
our existing electric power grid.

Ballot and Survey
    Please review this newsletter relating to the Elec-
tion Ballot for a Director AND a Survey. This is your 
opportunity to have a vote and a voice in the direction 
of Tierra Grande. Members in good standing (paid) 
will receive a $25 credit to their account  if their sur-
vey is returned by July 1, 2023.

Keep in Mind the Protective 
Covenants When Considering ANY 

Construction in Tierra Grande
    All construction plans must be reviewed and ap proved 
by the Architectural Control Committee prior to the com-
mencement of construction. All individually owned lots 
overseen by Tierra Grande are zoned Rural Resi dential 
with Protective Covenants tied to the property. The As-
sociation enforces those Protective Covenants through 
the Architectural Control Committee and the Board of 
Directors. TGIA Website Updates (TierraGrande.org)

TGIA Website Changes
    Thanks to suggestions received from you, our mem-
bers, TGIA has implemented the following changes to 
our website:  There is now a “Search Bar” below our 
heading on every page and across from the search bar 
is a “Pay Bill” button to make it easier to find the credit 
card payment portal.  TGIA will continue to update our 
website to make information easier to find and more 
legible. As always, we welcome your feedback.

 Your Annual Assessment                   IMPORTANT: As an owner of a lot in Tierra Grande 
– the Annual Assessment (Dues) is an Automatic Lien 
Upon the Property. Owners are obligated to pay the as-
sessment annually.
    Tierra Grande has a right, or more importantly, an ob ligation 
to the paying members of the association to make every effort 
to collect assessments from every Tierra Grande landowner. 
The lien / foreclosure guidelines have been updated  to bring 
TGIA into compliance with New Mexico House Bill 179 which 
is effective  June 16, 2023, The change is that lien holders are 
required to provide a copy of the recorded lien to applicable 
parties within fifteen days of the date of the lien being record-
ed with the County Clerk,

Out of Towners – Do You 
Plan to Visit the TGIA Office?

    TGIA office hours are at times a little unpredictable. If you 
plan to visit the area and would like to meet with us, please 
send an email with the date / time you will be in the area and 
we will do our best to accommodate your request.
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Tierra Grande
Improvement Association
PO Box 1388
Rio Communities, New Mexico 87002-1388

TGIA Board
President - Jim Lardner 

Business Owner / NM Travertine
Term expires 2023

Treasurer - Judi Magnussen
 Tierra Grande resident

Term expires 2024 
Director Trenten Moore

 CNM Instructor / Tierra Grande resident
Term expires 2026

Administrator — Sue Moran 
Assistant Administrator --

Leighann Self
IT/Operations  – Ron Robbins

Newsletter Editor — Sandy Schauer
Accountant -- George Hobbes

TGIA 
Staff

Executive V.P. - 
Michael Sumner

 Valencia County retired banker
Term Expires 2027

Secretary  - Rhonda Davis
VP / Banker

Term expires 2025

TGIA Annual Meeting 
July 15, 2023 11 am 

Del Rio Senior Center 
351 Rio Communities Blvd.

Rio Communities  NM
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TGIA Annual Meeting Ballot AND Survey
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